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Turkey can bluntly defy it, American diplo-
macy did its best. But the bottom line is
that the Iranian nuclear project will not be
stopped by these sanctions, and the regime
in Teheran will survive.

There is still something that can be done.
The US Congress’s bipartisan Iranian Re-
fined Petroleum Sanctions Act (IRPSA), sub-
mitted by Congressman Howard Berman and
Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, is
ready. The sanctions enshrined in IRPSA
may cripple the Iranian energy industry,
which bankrolls the Ayatollhas. It may
bring the regime to its knees. IRPSA poses a
clear choice to international corporations:
With whom do you want to do business—Iran
or the US? If the traditional allies of United
States and, most importantly, responsible
European countries implement these sanc-
tions, the regime in Teheran would not be
able to govern. It would not be able to cru-
elly repress the Iranian people, export hatred
and terror, and build nuclear weapons.

Voting for IRPSA and implementing it
promptly is the last option left to promote
peace, to free the Iranian people and to pre-
vent war.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

SERGEANT JOHN KENNETH RANKEL

Mr. BAYH. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the life of Sgt John
Kenneth Rankel of the U.S. Marine
Corps. Sergeant Rankel was assigned
to the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, Camp Pen-
dleton, CA.

Sergeant Rankel was only 23 years
old when he lost his life on June 7
while serving bravely in support of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom in Afghani-
stan. He was deployed on his first tour
of duty in Afghanistan, having reen-
listed after completing two tours in
Iraq.

Sergeant Rankel was from Speedway,
IN. He enlisted in the Marine Corps im-
mediately after graduating from
Speedway High School in 2005. Though
he was a star athlete on his high school
football team, he chose to serve rather
than play football in college. A fellow
marine described John as ‘‘the greatest
guy I knew, and the best friend any-
body could ask for.”

Today, I join John’s family and
friends in mourning his death. He is
survived by his mother Trisha
Stockhoff; his stepfather Don
Stockhoff; his father Kevin Rankel; his
stepmother Kim Rankel; and his broth-
ers Nathan Stockhoff and Tyler
Rankel. He will forever be remembered
as a loving son, brother, and friend.

While we struggle to express our sor-
row over this loss, we take pride in the
example of this American hero. We
cherish the legacy of his service and
his life.

As I search for words to honor this
fallen marine, I recall President Lin-
coln’s words to the families of the fall-
en at Gettysburg: “We cannot dedicate,
we cannot consecrate, we cannot hal-
low this ground. The brave men, living
and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our poor
power to add or detract. The world will
little note nor long remember what we
say here, but it can never forget what
they did here.”

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

It is my sad duty to enter the name
of Sgt John Kenneth Rankel in the of-
ficial RECORD of the U.S. Senate for his
service to our country and for his pro-
found commitment to freedom, democ-
racy, and peace.

I pray that John’s family finds com-
fort in the words of the prophet Isaiah,
who said: ‘“He will swallow up death in
victory; and the Lord God will wipe
away tears from off all faces.”

SPECIALIST BLAINE E. REDDING

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, I rise today to honor Army SPC
Blaine E. Redding, who lost his life as
the result of an improvised explosive
device in Konar, Afghanistan, on June
7, 2010.

Specialist Redding, who grew up in
Plattsmouth, NE, was assigned to A
Company, 2nd Battalion, 327th Infantry
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division out
of Fort Campbell, KY. He was serving
in Afghanistan with his younger broth-
er Logan, who was also a member of
the 101st Airborne.

Having previously served a year in
Iraq, Specialist Redding was just 4
weeks into his deployment in Afghani-
stan when the vehicle he was riding in
was hit by the roadside bomb. Four
others were lost in this tragic event.

Specialist Redding served his country
honorably and made the ultimate sac-
rifice for his fellow Americans. His
courageous choice to protect his coun-
try and help the people of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan achieve peace and security
represents all that we can be proud of
in our Armed Forces.

I commend SPC Blaine Redding’s
bravery and selflessness, while offering
my deepest condolences to his young
wife Nikki and the family members he
left behind. It is a small comfort for
those who must now go on without one
they loved so dearly, but they know
that Specialist Redding gave his life
for a noble goal. I join all Nebraskans—
indeed, all Americans—in mourning
the loss of this fine young man.

———

TRIBUTE TO KOREAN WAR
VETERANS

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
rise today to recognize and pay tribute
to our Korean war veterans and to ex-
press my strong support for and admi-
ration of the Harry S. Truman Library
Institute, the nonprofit partner of the
Truman Library, that is leading our
Nation’s commemoration of the 60th
anniversary of the start of the Korean
war. On this important anniversary, we
must not forget the lessons from this
oft-forgotten war, nor the men and
women who demonstrated legendary
courage and valor in the face of un-
speakable brutality.

Sixty years ago in Independence, MO,
on June 25, 1950, President Harry S.
Truman received word that the free
people of South Korea had been in-
vaded by some 135,000 communist
troops from the North. America’s 33rd
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President responded swiftly and deci-
sively, for, in his words, ‘“In my gen-
eration, this was not the first occasion
when the strong had attacked the
weak.”” Today, the fateful crossing of
the 38th parallel by communist forces
stands as the opening paragraph of one
of the most brutal chapters in our
American history, the Korean war.

It is impossible to understand our
world today—and to have an informed
view on the conflict that continues to
seethe on the Korean peninsula—with-
out understanding the Korean war. And
yet, the first conflict in the Cold War is
sometimes called the “Unknown War,”
or worse, the ‘“‘Forgotten War’’ because
it is not widely taught, studied or un-
derstood. That is why, on this impor-
tant occasion, we must rise to honor
the courage and sacrifice of our Korean
war veterans—so we can never forget.

We cannot and will not forget that
nearly 1.8 million Americans served in
Korea, along with the forces of the Re-
public of Korea and 20 other members
of the United Nations, to defend free-
dom and democracy. We will not forget
that nearly 33,739 Americans died in
battle during the war. We will not for-
get that nearly 92,100 troops were
wounded in action during the conflict.
We will not forget that more than 8,100
men and women never came home, and
are still listed as missing in action or
prisoners of war.

We have, as we recognize the 60th an-
niversary of the start of the Korean
war, an important opportunity to ex-
amine the roots and legacy of the Ko-
rean war and to honor each individual
who, in the defense of freedom, bravely
faced aggression of devastating tyr-
anny. I urge all Americans to observe
the 60th anniversary of the Korean war
and to take this opportunity to learn
about the conflict and, most impor-
tantly, the men and women who par-
ticipated in it. Their legacy is one of
great honor. I want to recognize the
Korean War Veterans Appreciation
Ceremony—held on June 21, 2010, in the
hometown of one of Nation’s great
leaders, President Harry S Truman, as
a sterling symbol of our Nation’s com-
mitment to always remember, under-
stand, and honor our brave Korean war
heroes and the history of the Korean
war.

I want to especially recognize the
men and women at the Harry S Tru-
man Library Institute who tirelessly
labored to make the Appreciation Cere-
mony possible and a tremendous suc-
cess. It is with great regret I will not
be able to join many Missourians,
many veterans, my esteemed col-
league, Congressman IKE SKELTON, who
is a tremendous student of military
history, and Kkeynote speaker GEN
David Petraeus, a modern-day Amer-
ican war hero, on June 21 in Independ-
ence to recognize this anniversary and
celebrate Korean war veterans. How-
ever, I know this will be a momentous
event on a momentous occasion. I
stand with all of those at the event in
remembering the Korean war, in hon-
oring Korean war veterans, in paying
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